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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

A method for reporting failures, comprising: 
detecting a predetermined number of consecutive 
corifectable errors ; 

^storing a description for each of the predetermined 
numbe\ of correctable errors; 
10 determining whether the descriptions for the 

predetermined number of correctable errors are the same; 
and 

repoi^ting a bit line or driver failure if the 
descriptions for the predetermined number of correctable 
15 errors are tihe same. 
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2. The methad of claim 1, wherein the step of detecting 
a predetermined number of correctable errors comprises 
performing a periodic scan for a processor. 

3. The method or claim 1, wherein the step of storing a 
description for each of the predetermined number of 
correctable errors ^comprises storing the descriptions in 
an error data struct\ure, 

4. The method of clkim 3, wherein the error data 
structure comprises an\ error table. 



5. 




The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
clearing the error data structure if an 
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uncorrectable error occurs before detecting the 
piqedetermined number of consecutive correctable errors. 

6. \ The method of claim 1, wherein the step of reporting 
a bi\t line or driver failure comprises: 
^creating an error log; and 
returning the error log to an operating system. 



7. T^e method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
10 number Is five- 
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein each description 
comprises\an address at which an error occurred and an 
error signature that indicates which bit is bad, 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
deconf iguring the processor if the descriptions for 

the predetermined number of errors are the same. 



20 10. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of 

deconf iguring tVie processor comprises dynamically 
deconf iguring tl\e processor, 

11. The method o^ claim 9, wherein the step of 
25 deconf iguring the processor comprises deconf iguring the 
processor at boot qime. 
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12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

replacing the processor if the descriptions for the 
predetermined number qf correctable errors are the same. 
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1j. An apparatus for reporting failures, comprising: 

\ detection means for detecting a predetermined number 
of consecutive correctable errors; 

\ storage means for storing a description for each of 
the ©redetermined number of correctable errors; 

(determination means for determining whether the 
descriptions for the predetermined number of correctable 
errors Vare the same; and 

reporting means for reporting a bit line or driver 
failure \f the descriptions for the predetermined number 
of correctable errors are the same. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the detection 
means comprises performing a periodic scan for a 
processor. \ 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the storage means 
comprises an error data structure. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the error data 
structure comprisies an error table. 

17. The apparatus V)f claim 15, further comprising: 
means for cleai^ing the error data structure if an 

uncorrectable error occurs before detecting the 
predetermined number a£. consecutive correctable errors. 

18\ The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the reporting 
means comprises: 

Veans for creating an error log; and 
me^ns for returning the error log to an operating 
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19 . \ The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the predetermined 
number is f i ve . 

20. T\e apparatus of claim 13, wherein each description 
comprises an address at which an error occurred and an 
error signature that indicates which bit is bad. 

10 21. The abparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 
deconoj-guration means for deconf iguring the 
processor ir\ the descriptions for the predetermined 
number of er^^rs are the same. 

15 22, The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the 

deconf igurat ion Weans comprises means for dynamically 
deconf iguring th\ processor, 

23. The apparatus\of claim 21, wherein the 
20 deconf iguration mea^s comprises means for deconf iguring 
the processor at booV time. 
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24. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 

means for replacing the processor if the 
descriptions for the preJ^etermined number of correctable 
errors are the same . 
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25. An apparatus for repor\:ing failures, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory, coupled to thA processor, having stored 
therein an error data structure. 
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wherein the processor detects a predetermined number 
of conselcutive correctable errors, stores a description 
for each \>t the predetermined number of correctable 
errors m ^the error data structure, determines whether 
the descriptions for the predetermined number of 
correctableXerrors are the same, and reports a bit line 
or driver failure if the descriptions for the 
predeterminedX number of correctable errors are the same. 



10 26. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the processor 

detects a predetermined number of consecutive correctable 
errors by performing a periodic scan for the processor. 

27. The apparatus^ of claim 25, wherein the error data 
15 structure comprise^ an error table. 
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28. The apparatus o^ claim 25, wherein the processor 
reports a bit line on driver failure by creating an error 
log, and returning the error log to an operating system. 



29. The apparatus of 
number is five. 



Laim 25, wherein the predetermined 



30. The apparatus of claLLm 25, wherein each description 
25 comprises an address at which an error occurred and an 
error signature that indicates which bit is bad. 
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31. A computer program product, in a computer readable 
medium, for reporting failures, comprising: 

instructions for detecting a predetermined number of 
consecutive correctable errors 



# # 

Docket No. AUS920000752US1 

instructions for storing a description for each of 
the predetermined number of correctable errors; 

inatructions for determining whether the 
descriptions for the predetermined number of correctable 
errors are the same; and 

instructions for reporting a bit line or driver 
failure if ^he descriptions for the predetermined number 
of correctable errors are the same. 



